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W 7 Intention in publiſhing this 
Wo Pin is to offer ſome 
j ance fo common Readers, 


—_— 85 a, Tem of the Merits of 
8 tbe Cauſe now on foot, be- 
tween Chriſtianity and Infi- 
delity. As this Dilſpute comprehends a Variety 
of Queſtions, it is neceſſary that each Queſtion be 
treated ſeparately. The firſt, and that which 
makes the main & 167 ect of the Controverſy, as it 
ſtands at preſent, is this, To what Uſe does 
Revelation ſerve? And to this fingle Point I 
have confined my ſelf in the following Treatiſe. 


The Writer whom I have more immed; ately 

in View, is a great Dealer in Words, and has 
made ſhift to fill a large Volume with what (if 
be had ſtudied Perfpicutty) might have been much 
better laid togetper within the Compaſs of a few 
Sheets of "" This well 711 any n. 
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PREFACE 


3 o inflead of following him in his own 2 ay, 
(which would be endleſs) ſhall take the Liberty to 


caſt the Controverſy into a new Method, and to 


bring the Point to as ſpeedy an Iſſue as he can. 
One would imagine that a great deal cannot be 
neceſſary to ſhew whether Revelation be good for 
any thing or not. T have ſet down ſhortly and 
Plat nly, what T apprehend to be the true Uſe of 
it; and endeavoured, in going along, to clear my 
Scheme of every Difficulty to which I could ſuf 
ped? it would be thought liable. If among theſe, 
this Writer's Objections ſhall be found to make a 
very mean Appearance, I cannot help it. I know 
not that ] have omitted any which ſpeak directly 
to the Point; and as it is not my Bufineſs to make 
Objections for him, (that is, to find Difficulties 
where there are none) ſo neither am T bound to 
be, becauſe be is reſolved to be, impertinent. 


 T thought it proper to ſay thus much, that the 
Reader may know cohat he is to expect. The reſt 


milſt be ſubmitted to his Judgment. 
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1 the USE of the 


Goel Revelation, Ke. 
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it was weak through the fleſh, God 
ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of 


frrful d, and for fin condemned 


ſin in the fleſh; 


That the 7. ghteouſneſs of ihe Fre mi ig he 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 


Wo fe, but after the ſpirit. 


HE Apoſtle's Deſign in this 
MN E piſtle was to offer to Fews 
Ar 4 J 


= Gentiles ſuch Conſiderati- 
. — ons, as might be proper to per- 

— fſuade them to embrace the 
Chriſtian Faith. And one Conſideration he 


B | : ofters, 


7 


* * 0 T —— 
— natal N F 
was —— — 
fs 2 hee —_— . 


ee 
A 


— OG r — 
rr 


2 ͤ * 
th. . -— % — ob 


[ "THEY * 
3 * 
— 


— 


e Rs 


—_— 
a 
„ "a 
—_ - m_ 


r 


=» —— — — * 
7 
2 2 8 
— o „ 
* a G N * 


—— —— ens 
Oo. anon te 


* * 
——— — — * 2 5x4 m OY — 
2 2 


offers, equally. proper with h reſpedt t to EOS 


to wit, the Danger they were under from 
their preſent State, and the Advantages 


that would ariſe upon their coming to Chriſt, 


and embracing his Doctrine. When Men 
are called upon to take up a new Religion, 


it is natural for them to expect to be told | 
what they ſhall gain by the Exchange; and 


if there are no good Purpoſes {eryed by the 


new Religion, which are not as well pro- 
vided for by the old one, every. reaſonable 


Man will think himſelf juſtified 3 in rejecting 


all ſuch new Pretenſions, as unworthy of 
God, who cannot be ſuppoſed to do any 


thing i in vain. This was one great Preju- 


dice againſt the Goſpel at its firſt ſetting 


out; many both of the Jews. and of the 
Gentiles: paying little Attention to the 
Preachers of it, upon this Preſumption in 
each reſpectively, that they were ſecure un- 
der the Profeſſion of their old Religion. 
That which was an Obſtruction to the 
Faith at firſt, has in theſe laſt Ages been 
the Cauſe of great Apoſtacy: And thoſe 
who pethaps upon Motives which they care 
not to ſpeak out, have entertain'd a Diſlike 
to the Goſpel, have found no Way more ef- 
fectual to bring it into Diſeredit, than the 


fetting it forth at beſt as a mere: uſeleſs. In- 


ſtitution. If you ask them what Religion 
we are to have in lieu of Chriſtianity, they 
will anſwer you, Natural Religion; which | 


they | 
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HS they fy iS abſolutely ſufficient for every 
Purpoſe which can be intended by apy rea- 


wi ſonable Religion. I ſhall ſuppoſe every one 
t, to be fully apprized what is meant by na- 
=P tural Religion; to wit, that it is that Rule 
= or Law of Life which kelults from the very 
d Nature of Man, conſider'd as 4 reaſonable 
- Creature up upon the Belief of a 


God and a Providence, and ſupported by 
1 the Expectation of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments in a Life to come. This is the only 
Law which, in the Opinion of many, was 
neceſſary for Man; nay, the only Law which 
God could have given to Man, conſiſtently 
with his Wiſdom and Goodneſs: And if this 
could be as fully proved, as it has been con- 
fidently aſſerted, it would ſtand as an inſu- 
perable Bar to any Evidence that could be 
offer'd, to ſhew that the Goſpel came from 
God. It is well worth the while then to 
_ conſider, whether the Goſpel ſtands clear of 
this Imputation, and to ſhew what thoſe 
Ends are, worthy of the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God, which are anſwered by the 
coming in of the Goſpel, and are not ſuffi- 
ciently provided for by the Law of Nature 
without it. 
Thoſe who cry up the Scenic of the 
Law of Nature, I take it for granted, muſt 
have in view ſome particular Set of Princi- 
ples, which they apprehend to contain a 
9 Syſtem of natural Religion. For 
= do 
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do but take natural Religion as it ſubſiſts 
among the Hottentots, and I ſuppoſe you 
will not ſee much Reaſon to boaſt of it. 
Theſe Gentlemen ſhall be at liberty to chuſe 
what Syſtem they pleaſe ; Ariſtotle's, or Pla- 
to's, or Ciceros, or (which perhaps they 
will like much better than any of them) 
one of their own drefling. The firſt Que 


ſtion that will ariſe upon the Caſe is this, 


viz, Whether it be right to infer from what | 
we know at preſent concerning natural Re- 


ligion, that it was, or might have been, the 
Reſult of mere Reaſon, without any Help 


fiom Revelation. I think, I confeſs, that 
there is no Way of ſupporting ſuch an In- 
ference as this: For it is one thing to be 
able to diſcover Truth, and another to diſ- 
cern or apprehend it, when propoſed to the 
Underſtanding under proper Advantages. 
All the Propoſitions in Euclid were as true 
from the very firſt as they are now, but they 
were not always known to be ſo; and I be- 
licye it will not be denied, that there may 


be yet ſome Truths not diſcover, which, 


if they were dilcover'd, w ould appear as 
clear to the Underſtanding as tho. e Which 


we know. You will ſay perhaps, that the 


Principles of natural Religion are plain and 


eaſy; and you will ſay nein. But to whom 
are they plain and ealy? Why, to thoſe 
who ſee them in the * Lig ht that we 
do; and ſo are all things elſe to thoſe who 


haye 
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have been nn to underſtand them, Aus 
ſon rightly exercis'd and carctully improy'd, 
may carry us a great way in the Knowledge 
of Religion, as well as it does in the Know- 
ledge of Arts and Sciences. But | Reaſon 
may be corrupted ; and there are even now 


Multi tudes of . in the World, who un- 


derſtand as little of natural Religion, (as 
we are uſed to deſcribe it) almoſt, as the 
Brutes, So that, in my Apprehenſion, there 
is no ſuch ching as coming at any certain 
Knowledge, in this Caſe, how much Rea- 
{on alone can do, but by Experience; and 
that we have Experience to rely upon, we 
cannot. be ſecure, unleſs it were firſt proved 
that there never has been any Revelation in 
the World, from which Reaſon might bor- 


row any Affiſtance. If there was a Reve- 


lation a the Beginning, which was tranſ- 
mitted down to the ſucceeding Ages, and 
repeated as Occaſion ſerved, it will be im- 
poſlible to aſcertain what Influence it might 
have, in framing the Opinions even of thoſe 
who did not live under the immediate Ad- 
vantages of it. So that they who in argu- 
ing againſt Revelation, ſet out upon this 
Principle, That Reaſon alone is ſufficient, 
build upon a very weak Foundation, and 
in effect beg the thing that ought to be 
proved. 
1 thought it proper to give this Hint, 
that I might remove a Prejudice which ſeems 
; = to 


[6 ] | 

to have great Weight with ſome, who be- 
cauſe they can reaſon well upon the Being 
of a God, and a future State, and ſet forth, 

with great Accuracy and Exactneſs, the ſe⸗ 
veral Obligations that Men are under in 
vertue of their being reaſonable Creatures, 
are apt preſently to make Scorn of the Goſ- 
pel; not conſidering, that for aught that 
appears from better Arguments, that very 


Knowledge which they Tet up in Defiance 


of the Goſpel, may, in a great Meaſure, 
have been owing to the Light of the Goſpel. 
To come now to the Point in hand. 

In order to judge of the Uſefulneſs of the 


Goſpel, the true way will be to admit eve- 


ry thing which the Goſpel pretends to, or 
ſu ppoſes concerning itſelf, and then ſee what 
new Light naturally ariſes from i it, and what 


Effect it muſt be ſuppoſed to have had upon 
the general State of Religion throughout 


the World. If the Queſtion were asked, Of 


what Uſe is Civil Government? You matt 


imagine a Civil Government as actually in 


Being, and then conſider the Conſequences 


of it. And ſo in this Enquiry concerning 
the Uſefulneſs of the Goſpel, you muſt con- 
ceive it as a Reyelation actually ſubſiſting 
in the ſame Manner, and under the {fame 
Circumftances in which it declares itſelf to 
have ſubſiſted, and then examine what we 
are the better fo it. In this way of ſtating 


the Cale, there is nothing demanded to be 


granted, 
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granted, which, in the Order of Reaſoning, 
ought firſt to be proved. For we do not 
pretend to argue, that becauſe the Goſpel 
is uſeful, therefore it is a divine Revelation. 
If we aid, it would be neceſſary to prove 
the Uſefulneſs of the Goſpel, antecedently 
to any Suppoſition of its being a Revelati- 
on. But when the Argument proceeds thus; 
The Goſpel is uſeleſs, therefore it is no Re- 
velation; the Goſpel has certainly a Right to 
be ſuffered to ſpeak for itſelf, and to tell wn 
what it pretends to; and it will then lie 

upon thoſe who deny the Goſpel, to dif 
prove thoſe Pretenſions, and to ſhew that 
no ſuch Purpoſes could have been anſwered 
by it; which they can no otherwiſe do, than 
by ſhewing that ſuch Pretenſions are in them- 
ſelves abſurd and unreaſonable. Thus much 
being premiſed, there are two principal 
Points which I would offer to your Conſide- 
ration, vis. 1. The Hope which the Goſpel 
offers to all who are willing to accept it. 
And, 2. The Methods which the Providence 
of God has thought fit to make uſe of to 
ſupport this Hope in the World. And if, 
in both theſe Reſpects, it can be made ap- 
pear, that the bringing in of the Goſpel has 
been greatly ſerviceable to the Ends of Re- 
ligion, I ſhall ſuppoſe the Mind of every ſe- 
rious Enquirer to be fully prepared for the 
Conſideration of thoſe Proofs which have a 


direct 


[8] 
Sr Tendency to ſhew that it came frorfl 
The firſt Head of Enquiry, is, What 1 
that Hope which the Goſpel offers to all who | 
are willing to accept it? And the whole of | 
it, I take to be compriſed in thoſe Words 
of St. Paul, which I haye juſt now read to 
you, Rom. vili. 3, 4. For what the Law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the Fleſh, 
God ſending his own Son in the Tons! of ſin- 


ful Fleſh; and for Sin condemned Sin in the 


Fleſh; that the Righteouſneſs of the Law might 


be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the Fleſh, 


but after the Spirit. The Sentence is im- 
perfect, and muſt be thus ſupplied: For 


what the Law could not do, in that it was 


weak through the Fleſh, God ſending his own 


Son in the Likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, hath effett= 


ed, &c. So that ſomething there was which 
the Law of Nature (for of this Law he ſpeaks 
as well as of the Fewiſh) could not do, and 
which is provided for by the Goſpel, And 
what this is, we learn from the foregoing 


Verfes, which run in theſe Words; There is 


therefore now no Condenmation to them which 


are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not after the 


Fleſh, but after the Spirit For the Law Ml 
the Spirit of Life in Jeſus Chriſt, hath made 
me free from the Law of Sin and Death. 80 
that what the Goſpel hath effected, and the 
Law could not do, is the ſetting us free from 


the Law of Sin and Death ; that is, the re- 


leaſing 


= 0 
leaſing us from Sin, and from Death, which 
is the Wages of Sin. | 
| That this Account which St. Pau! gives 
of the firſt and principal End of the Goſpel, 
is agreeable to the whole Scope and Purport 
of the ſacred Writings, is a Thing ſo well 
underſtood, that it needs no Proof. From 
4 whence thus much ſhould be obſerved in Ju- 


ſtice to natural Religion, That the Goſpel 


aſcribes to it no ſach Deficiency or Imper- 
I fection; as if ſuppoſing that what Reaſon 
ſhews to be right and fitting, had been con- 
; ſtantly practi ſed, it would not have render'd 
us acceptable to God. The Law was weak 3 
but it was through the Fleſh; that is, by 
means of fleſhly Appetite, which had led 
Men to fin againſt it; and it is upon this 
T ſinful Eſtate, that the Uſe of the Goſpel is 
immediately founded. 'This alſo ſhould be 
taken notice of in Juſtice to the Goſpel, 
That it cancels no Obligation of natural 
Religion; for it juſtifies us, not by diſan- 
nulling the Law of Nature, or any Part of 
it, but by acquitting us of the Puniſhment | 
; which the Lawgiver had a Right to inflict 
in Conſequence of Tranſgreſſion. An Of- 
fender may be pardoned, the Law yet re- 
training its full Force and Virtue: And this 
is the Caſe here. For as the fame Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in another Place, The Law is holy, juſt, 
and good; * and the Promiſe under the Goſ- 


* Rom. vii. 12 
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pel, is made to thoſe only who walk not af 
"the Fle leſh, but after the Spirit. The Goſ- 

pel therefore diminiſhes nothing from the 
e but only changes the State and Con- 
dition of Offenders. And thus far, I hope, 
it is clear, that the Law of Nature is not 
hurt by the coming in of the Goſpel. But 
the Queſtion ſtill is, Where is the Advan- 
tage of it? And this we are now to anſwer. 
In order hereto, let us take this Matter 
from the beginning, and ſee in what Light 
the Scriptures have placed it. 

In the Hiſtory of the Creation, as given 
us by Moſes, we learn, That the firſt of hu- 
man-Race were under an expreſs Law from 
God, not to taſte of the Fruit of one parti- 
cular Tree in the Garden of Paradiſe, upon 
Penalty of Death in caſe of Diſobedience. | 
Nevertheleſs, that Adam, ſeduced by his 
Wife, and ſhe by the Devil under the Form 
of a Serpent, did tranſgreſs this Law of God, 
and thereby brought Death upon themſelves 
and upon all their Poſterity after them. | 
This is what the Apoſtle diſtinctly means Y 
by the Law of Sin and Death; to wit, that | 
Law of Death which paſſed upon all Men 
in conſequence of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, as 
he ſpeaks, Rom. v. 12. Cc. And thus far, I 
hope, it will not be ſaid, that the Chriſtian 
Religion ſuppoſes any Thing abſurd and un- 
reaſonable. It is eaſy enough for a Man to 
make himſelf merry with the Story of Exe 

I | and 


Loins. 
lay, that in Conſequence of Adam's Sin, 


[ew] 

and the Ser unt, as he may with any thing 
elſe; but when all is faid, no one can prove 
it to be a Contradiction to Reaſon, that God 
ſhould give ſuch a Law to Adam; nor ſhew 
that when he had tranſgreſſed that Law, 
God had not a Right to deftroy him. Nor 
can you fay there is any thing unreaſonable 
in ſuppoſing that the Sentence which paſſed 


upon Adam, ſhould be made to extend to 
his Poſterity: For God might, if he had fo 


pleaſed, have puniſned ah with preſent, 


immediate Deſtruction; the Conſequence of 


which, muſt haye beers the Deſtruction of 


the whole Race of Mankind then in his 
Now if it is not unreaſonable” to 1 


God might not have ſuffered us to have 
been born, there will be yet leſs Reaſon to 
pretend, that being born, we ought not to 


have been made ſubject to Death. 


Whether the Words of the Penalty a1 an- 
nexed to the Law given to Adam, In the 
Day that thou eateſi thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely 
dye, were intended to import that Adam 
ſhould inftantly be cut off upon his Tranſ- 


greſſion, or only that he ſhould thenceforth 


become mortal, the ſacred Hiſtory does not 
exprelly tell us. But there is great Reaſon 
to follow the common Interpretation. For 


it is not to be ſuppoſed that God meant to 


terrify Adam in vain, by denouncing a Sen- 


_ tence which he ald not mean to execute. 
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Now it is certain, that in the former Senſe, 


the Sentence was not executed; for Adam 


did not die till above nine hundred Years 
after, But in the latter Senſe it was fully *' 
verified; and we have all experienced, or | 
ſhall in our Turns experience the Truth of 

the fame Threatning, repeated to Adam at- 
ter his Tranſgreſſion, Gen. iii. 19, Duſt thou 
art, and unto Duſt ſhalt thou return. All 
this implies, that the State intended for 
Man, if he had continued innocent, was a 


State of immortal Happineſs. For to ſup- 


poſe that Man ſhould have died, whether 
he had ſinned, or whether he had not ſin- 
ned, is a Contradiction to the Suppoſition 
that the Law of Mortality paſſed upon him 
as a Puniſhment for his Tranſgreſſion. 
Here then you ſee a State of immortal 
Happineſs loſt by Sin; after which Adam 
had certainly nothing to expect but Death, 


ſooner or later, to fall upon him. A Reſto- 


ration to eternal Life after Death, he could 
not hope for without a new Promiſe ; for 
he had forfeited all Pretenſions which might 
ariſe from his firſt Eſtate: And the Sentence 
which created the ſecond, gave no ſort of 
Intimation that God intended any ſuch 
thing, To comfort him under this ſad and 
deplorable Condition, and to ſhew him that 
God had not entirely caſt him off, a Promiſe 


was "a made him, that the Seed of 


the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's Head, 


Which 


E 
Which Words, in the general Signification 
of them *, muſt be underſtood as import- 
ing, that through the Seed of the Woman, 
Mankind ſhould be delivered from the Curſe of 
the Fall. And if we interpret them accord- 
ing to the Light given by ſubſequent Re- 
velations, the Meaning couch'd under them 
will be found to be this, That © Jeſus Chriſt 
the Son of God, born of a Woman, ſhould, 
* in God's appointed Time, offer himſelf as 
« a Sacrifice to atone for the Sins of the 
« World; and that through him Death at 
&« laſt ſhould be deſtroyed by the Reſurre- 
“ gion to eternal Life.” = 

This Promiſe, ſubſiſting in all Ages, un- 
der greater or leſſer Degrees of Manifeſtati- 
on, till it was fully made known by the 
coming of Jeſus Chriſt, is what we properly. 
mean by the Gos pEI Coven r. And 
ſuppoſing the Account given above to be 
true, it is impoſſible to ſay that there was 
no Occaſion for it. For when Mankind was 
doom d to Death by the expreſs Sentence of 
God, what room can there be to pretend, 
that an expreſs Promiſe was not then neceſ- 
ſary to convey to them the Aſſurance of 
being one Day reſtored ? If God had permit- 
ted Adam, without any ſuch Promiſe given. 
to have propagated a Race of Sinners, the 
moral Proofs for a future State might have 
offered themſelves fo long as ſuch a . Senſe of 


* See Biſhop Sherlack's Uſe of Prophecy, Diſc. 3. 
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1 
God had been preſerved in the World. as 

was ſufficient to lead Men to take notice 
of them. But beſides that the bare Sup- 
poſition of a future State does not (as [ ſhall 

ſhew preſently) imply any ſuch Reſtoration 
as the Goſpel propoſes, there is all the 
Reaſon in the World to believe, that if 
ſuch a Remedy had not been intended; 

Adam, and in him all Mankind, would 
preſently have been deſtroyed. T he Scri- 
pture, I confeſs, does not any where 
expreſily ſay thus much; but I think it 
manifeſtly implies it. For it was at the ve- 
ry Time when God pronounced the Sen- 
tence, that he gave the Promiſe; which 
plainly ſhews, that in the Wiſdom of God 
it did not ſeem fit, that Man ſhould live 
one Day without it. So that upon this Foot 


it muſt be conſidered as owing to the Go 


ſpel, that there is a Race of Men now in 


Being: And will you yet ſay that the Goſpel | 
was not neceſſary? It will little avail to al- 


ledge, that the Hiſtory of the Fall, as de- 
liverd by Moſes, may be a Fidtion. For 


the Queſtion at der in is, Whether, ad- 


mitting the Goſpel to be a divine Revela- 


tion, (and conſequently, the Scripture Hi- 


ſtory to be true, ] it aſſigns a Cauſe of its 
being introduced, worthy of the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God. If you ſay, that 


the Cauſe now aſſigned i is not worthy of the 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, you are at 
liberty 


[15] 
liberty to ſhew it. But if you cannot, you 
are not at liberty to aſſume, before the 


Truth of the Hiſtory comes in proof, that 


the Goſpel is a needleſs Proviſion. But to 
wave all this; let us take Matters juſt as we 
find them, and ſee whether the Profpect of 
future Happineſs, given us by the Light 
of Nature, deſerves to ſtand in compariſon 
with the Hopes adminiftred to us by the 


Goſpel. e 
Whether it be true or not that Adam firſt 


ſinned, or whether Man was created mor- 
tal, or made ſo by Sin; thus much J ſup- 


poſe will be granted, that we are all of us 


Sinners, and therefore all ſtand in need of 
Forgiveneſs. This the Goſpel offers to all 
on condition of Repentance, and that in ſo 
full and ample a manner, as to aſſure us, 
that at what time ſoever we ſhall turn unto 
God, we ſhall be accepted, as having falfl- 
led the Righteouſneſs of the Law; and after 
Death be raifed up again to a State of eter- 


nal Life and Glory. The Queſtion then is, 
Whether the Light of Nature, unſupport- 


ed by Revelation, can give us any ſuch Af- 
furance as this: And that it cannot, I look 
upon to be one of the cleareſt Caſes in the 
World. Repentance indeed is what Nature 


directs us to, as the moſt likely Means of 
reconciling us to God, if it could be prov'd 
that any thing that we could do would be 
accepted as ſufficient. But how far the Ef- 

| et 


[ 16 ] 
fect of it will reach, Reaſon alone cannot 
|} thew us; and in particular, it is not plain 
from Reaſon, that if a Sinner repents, his 
Condition towards God will hereafter be as 
good as if he had not ſinned. To aſcribe 
any {uch Virtue to Repentance, without 
Warrant from God, is mere Confidence and 
Preſumption. All Arguments from what: 
is cuſtomary among our ſelves muſt be weak 
and inſufficient. A good Father will gene- 
rally forgive his Son, when he repents and 
amends; a good Maſter his Servant; and 
a * generous Man his Enemy ; becauſe we find 
by Experience that it is the wiſeſt way ſo to 
do. But we do not know enough to ſay 
what is beſt and wifeſt for God to do, unleſs 
he himſelf tells us what he intends to do; 
becauſe we do not underſtand the whole 
Compaſs of thoſe Reaſons, by which the 
Counſels of God are influenced and direQ- 
ed. 'The End for which God created Man 
was to make him happy. A State of Hap- 
pineſs therefore there muſt have been ap- 
pointed for him in the Decree and Fore- 
knowledge of God; and if we ſhould ſay, 
that he would have continued for ever hap- 
y in this State, if, during the time of his 
Trial, he had continued always obedient, 
we ſhall go to the very utmoſt Length to 
which mere Reaſon will carry us. But what 
Alteration Sin might make in the Cale, 
* Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 391. 
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01] 
how it might diſqualify us for the Happi- 
neſs intended for us, or in what Method 
God might have thought it proper to have 
ſatisfied his Juſtice, even in ſhewing Mercy 
to repenting Sinners; theſe are Queſtions i in 
which no Principles of Reaſon can ſatifs 
fy us. 

The unequal Diſtribution of Good and 
Evil in this Life, is an undeniable Evidence 
that there ſhall be a future State. But how 
does this prove that God will hereafter ſhew 
no Severity even to good, Men, as a Puniſn- 
ment for thoſe many Faults with which 
their Virtues have been defiled? Though 
we conſider them as good Men, ſtill we maſt 
conſider them as Sinners; and if it is cer 
tain that Matters will be ſo ordered in the 
next World, as that when the Reckoning 
comes to be caſt up, every Man ſhall be a 


Gainer in Proportion to his Virtues; the 


lame Men may yet (for ought that this Ar- 
gument ſhews to the contrary) be alſo Suf- 


ferers by their Vices, with reſpect to ſome 


other State of Happineſs which was intend- 
ed for them, and which they might and 
would have attained unto, if they had pre- 
ſerved their Innocency entire. In this Life 
we ſee that it many times pleaſes God to 
chaſtiſe thoſe with Sufferings, whom in o- 
ther reſpects he treats with Mercy and Ten- 
derneſs: And how could we have been ſe⸗ 
cure that he would not do ſo in the next 

D too, 
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1181 
too, when ' tis conſidered, that the very beſt 
of us have deſerved Evil at God's hands, as 
well as Good? This Life is but ſhort; and 
the Evils that good Men ſuffer, ſuppoſing 
them as great as you will, are not ſo great, 
but that even a ſhorter Life than this here- 
after might make them ample Satisfaction. 
Let us ſuppoſe the Recompence to be made, 
and that having no longer any Merit to 
plead from their Virtues, their Vices alone 
remain to look them in the Face, and tell 
them that they are now become God's 
Debtors. Can Reaſon, unſupported by any 
Promiſes from God, aſſure us beforehand, 
what we are to expect in ſuch a Caſe as this? 
Is it a juſt Inference to ſay, that becauſe, 
ſo far as we have been better than others, 
we have received a proper Reward, there- 
fore we ſhall be liable to no Account, as to 
thoſe numberleſs Inſtances in which we as 
well as others haye been found wanting ? 
We are very apt, when we are thinking of 
a a future State, to frame in our Minds the 
Idea of a State where we ſhall enjoy end- | 
leſs unmix'd Happineſs; and upon Chriſtian 
Principles all this is right. But we greatly 
1mpole upon our ſelves, when we graft thoſe 
Notions which we firſt learn'd from the Go- | 
ſpel, into our Enquiries concerning mere 
natural Religion; which, I am perſuaded, 
affords no juſt Foundation to ſupport ſuch 
high Conceptions about a future State, as 
5 8 ſome 


e 


e 
ſome at this time a day are wont to talk 
of. N . 

If we look into the Writings of Moral- 
iſts, ancient or modern, we ſhall find much 
ſaid in favour of the Soul's Immortality. 
But whether this is a Point capable of ſuf- 
ficient Proof from natural Principles, I ve- 
ry much queſtion; and ſome of the wileit 
of thoſe who have appeared as Advocates 
for this Opinion have doubted themſelves. 


It is, I muſt own, a very pleaſing Reflecti- 


on to thoſe who have any Confidence in 
their Virtues, to conſider that this Life is 


only a-Paſſage to an immortal State. For 


who would not deſire to be, if he was aſſu- 
red he might be for ever happy? But ſure- 


ly there is no Man who wiſhes to be im- 


mortal, who muſt not allo wiſh for better 
Arguments to convince him that he ſhall be 
lo, than the Light of Nature affords. For, 

not to enter into that nice Diſpute, (of 


which, I conceive, we underſtand nothing) 


Whether the Soul, being a Spirit, can be 
deſtroyed otherwiſe than by Annihilation; 
it is certain, that he who gave the Soul its 
Being, can, when he pleaſes, deprive it of 


Being, as he can every thing elſe: And 


whether the ſinful State of Man might not 
adminiſter Reaſons ſufficient, why God 
ſhould at ſome time or other deprive it of 
Being, will be the Point in queſtion. 'That 
it might adminiſter ſuch Reaſons, we in- 
N 33-2 deed © 


[ 20 ] 
deed have little Cauſe to ſay, who believe 
the Goſpel : But ſhould any one who denies 
the Goſpel affirm, that no ſuch Reaſons 
could poſſibly ariſe, he would ſay, if I mi- 
ſtake not, a great deal more than he would 
find himſelf able to prove. 

The Reſult of the Whole is this; That 
our Knowledge concerning a future State 
from mere natural Principles, is wrapp'd up 
in great Obſcurity and Uncertainty, and 
nothing comparable to thoſe clear Appre- | 
henſions which we have gained by the Light 
of the Goſpel. One thing farther there is 
to be taken notice of, which is, that the 
Doctrine of the Reſurrection has no Foun- 
dation in natural Religion. For if Reaſon 
ſhews that we ſhall live hereafter, it does 
not follow from thence, that our Bodies ſhall | 
be raiſed. This perhaps may appear of 
{mall Conſequence to ſome, who will be apt 
to ſuggeſt, that the Reſurrection of the Bo- 
dy has no Connection with the Happineſs 
of a future State, which may be as perfect, 
if the Soul alone be ſuppos'd to ſurvive the 
Body. But how does any one know this? 
The Goſpel plainly ſuppoſes the contrary : 
And therefore whatever proves the Truth 
of the Goſpel, will alſo prove its Uſefulneſs 
in this reipect. But to leave theſe Un- 
certainties: What if every thing which the 
Goſpel teaches concerning a future State 
were capable of being proy'd by natural 

Princi- 
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| one; but the Notions which the Generality 


J 


Principles? Will any one pretend to ſay, 
that it is not much better ſecur'd by the 


Promiſes of God? That there are Difficul- 


ties attending this Queſtion all know, but 


thole who have never well conſider'd it: 
And what if ſome few, of greater Reach 
and Penetration than the reſt, have been 
able to ſee through theſe Difficulties, and 
to make all things clear to their own Un- 


derſtandings? What is this to the Bulk of 


Mankind, who *tis certain are not qualified 
for ſuch Enquiries? If the Hopes of eter- 
nal Life, as offer'd by the Goſpel, are in 
the Nature of them very powerful Motives 
to Virtue and Piety, as they undeniably 

are, they cannot. be offer'd in too ſtrong and 
too convincing a Manner; and a Revelati- 
on once received, and admitted as ſuch, 1s 
a much more eaſy and ready Kind of Evi- 
dence, than any Philoſophical Reaſonings 


from the Nature of the Soul, and the general 


State and Condition of the World, can poſſibly 
be. The natural Proofs of a future State, be 
they better, or be they worſe, have never 
lain within the Reach of many : They have 
{erved for the Conviction of 455 and there, 


of Mankind have had of this Matter, have 
never been theirs any otherwiſe than as Cu- 
ſtom and Education has made them ſo. This 


was one Reaſon why the Notion of a future 


State 


221 
State was ſo much corrupted in the Heathen 
World. Men let out with ſuch Opinions 
as their Nurſes or their Mothers taught 
them; and not being able to enter into the 
abſtruſe Reaſonings of the Philoſophers, ſo 
far as to be able to ſet things right, were 
doom'd to perpetual Ignorance and Miſtakes. 
The Caſe would be juſt the ſame now, if 
we had nothing elſe but Reaſon to truſt to. 
For Mankind is not alter'd in this Reſpect; 
and there are thouſands who can turn to 
their Bibles, and read there what is decla- 
red concerning the Pardon of Sin and eter- 
nal Life, who would be yery much at a loſs 
what to fay, if they ſhould be called upon 
to give any other Reaſons of the Hope that is 
in them. 2 
Together with the Hopes of the Goſpel, 
it may be alſo proper to mention the Te. 
rors of the Goſpel; which, as it promiſes 
eternal Life to thoſe who ſhall embrace it, 
{o, to thoſe who ſhall reject it when offer'd, 
it threatens eternal Condemnation. If I 
ſhould ſay, that the Certainty and Eternity 
of Hell Torments can be proved upon natu- 
ral Principles, I am ſenſible that I ſhould. 
very much diſpleaſe ſome, who make it an 
_ Objection againſt the Goſpel, that its Laws 
are enforced by ſo ſevere a Penalty. I do 
not indeed believe, that mere Reaſon can 
ſnew us how long, or how much God will 
puniſh Sinners; but we have great Caule to 
believe 


a 


believe God, when he tells us that he will 


puniſh them for ever. God may annex to 
his Laws what Sanctions he pleaſes, and no 
Man has Reaſon to complain of the Severity 
of them, who is warned of them before- 
hand, and may avoid them, if he pleaſes, 
upon the moſt favourable Conditions; elpe- 
cially conſidering | - wo there are ſuch great 
and precious Promiſes to weigh againſt them 

on the other Side. If God will reward us 
eternally if we do well, why may he not be 
permitted to puniſh us eternally, if we do 
wickedly, and die in our Sins? There is no 


Principle in Reaſon that can ſhew this to be 


unjuſt or unmerciful ; for Juſtice and Mer- 


cy are directed by Wiſdom; and Reaſon can- 
"not ſhew us, that to puniſh Sinners eter- 


nally is repugnant to the Wiſdom of God. 
What we know of the general Scheme of 
Providence, with reſpe& to created Beings, 
probably bears a very inconſiderable Propor- 


tion to the whole. But unleſs we know the 


whole, how ſhould we judge of the Fitneſs 
of its ſeveral Parts? Or how ſhall we be able 
to ſay, upon our own Knowledge, whether 
it be proper, or not proper, that God ſhould 
puniſh Sinners eternally? There is no need 
for me to enter into thoſe Niceties that have 
been grafted upon this Subject. If the Goſ- 

| does not threaten eternal Condemnation 
to the Diſobedient and Impenitent, it lays 


more upon us than, had we been left only 


ro 


* 
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to our own Reaſonings upon the Caſe, our 
Partiality would probably have permitted 
us to have laid upon ourſelves. And let 
any one now conſider, whether the Goſpel, 
thus guarded by Promiſes on the one hand, 
and by Threatnings on the other, is not a 
very proper Means to reſtrain Wickedneſs, 
and to beget in the Minds of Men an Awe 
and Reyerence for the Majeſty of God. The 
Hopes of the Goſpel are proper for all, as 


they miniſter the beſt Encouragements to 


Well-doing; and Fear is as neceſſary to go- 
vern many, who have not that Ingenuity 
of Temper as to be influenced either by the 
Excellency of Virtue, or by the Excellency 
of that Happineſs which ſhall hercafter be 
the Reward of Virtue, I doubt there. are 


many who would be willing enough to make 


the moſt of this World, if they were not a- 


fraid that they ſhould pay too dear for it in 
the next. They would be contented to die 


without Hope, if they were aſſured that af- 
ter Death there would be nothing to be a- 
fraid of. And therefore when once Men are 


ſo far entangled in their Vices, as to loſe. 


all Courage and Reſolution to ſhake them 
off, they are apt to ſtifle theſe natural Fears 
to frame to themſelves large and unreaſona- 
ble Apprehenſions of the Mercy of God; 
and to hope, at leaſt, that Moraliſts carry 
their Rules too high, when they tell us that 
he will puniſh us for pleaſing ourſelves, and 


2 following 


) 
4 
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againſt ſuch Deluſions; and Men mu 


ſed into everli 


3 La 25 1 
following thoſe Appetites which Ne ature 
gave us. This Spirit, which corrupts the 
Notion of Virtue, and leads Men on inſen- 
ſibly from leſſer Degrees of Wicketnels to 
greater, receives a very proper and neceſſary = 
Check from the Threatnings of the Gofpel; - 
which are an exprefs and poſitive Warning 
tbe 
ſtupid, who can flatter themſelves with tlie 


Hopes that their Vices ſhall hereafteri be 
treated as harmleſs and innocent Pleaſu 


when they hear them condemned, as it were, 
by a Voice from ras faying, ou -4s Cur- 
2 ing Deſtruction. 2 3187 

The ſeyerer the Sentence is, t Wi greater 
Effects may be expected from it: And is 
there any thing wanting in the Goſpel to 


make it terrible? No; the great Complaint 


with ſome is, that the Goſpel threatens too 
much; too much, indeed, for thoſe who 
will not repent and amend. But this very 
Conſideration ſhews the Power of the Go- 
ſpel, that thoſe who are reſolved to go on in 
their Sins, cannot be eaſy under it. And 
do you want any better Argument to con- 
vince you of its Uſefulneſs? It is very true, 
that the Goſpel has not always its due Ef- 
fe& in reforming Mens Lives. There are 
many who believe that everlaſting Fire is 
prepared for the Ungodly, who yet behave 
themſelves as if they believed it not. But 
this Obſeryation will not ſhew that the Go» 

E {peck 
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ſpel is uſeleſs, but only that the Tempers of 


ſome Men are ſo bad, that the belt Means 
will not do. By how much the Penalties 
of the; Law are lels,- : by 7 16 much the more 
are Men likely to offend. But Men may 
be wicked under any Proyiſions that are con- 
ſiſtent With Liberty; and whatever is in- 
confiftent with Liberty, 4s like wiſe deſtru- 
rel of all Religion. 

It remains now only, that 1 hike a brief 


Remurk upon one Circumſtance in my Text, 


which concerns the Perſon through whom 
God was. pleaſed to admit ſinful Man to a 


State of Reconciliation : God ſending his only 


Son in the Likeneſs of * ful 1h. and for Sin 
condemned Sin. The Meaning of which Paſ- 
e is this, that the Appearance of Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God in the Fleſh, and his 
offering himſelf up as a Sacrifice for the Sins 
of. the World, is the true Foundation of our 
Acceptance with God, and of his reſtoring 


us again to eternal Life in Conſequence of 


our Repentance. Why God would not be 
reconciled to us without this Atonement, he 
has not thought fit to reveal, and therefore 
it is not late {or us to determine. But doubt- 
leſs, what he intended we ſhould learn by 
it, and what we cannot help obſerving, if 
we duly conſider it, is, That Puniſhment is 
the unavoidable Conſequence of Sin, and 
that if he ſhews Mercy, it will be in ſuch 
a Way, as at the ſame time to give full 


Evidence 


tc 
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Evidence of his Juſtice. If God Had deela- 
red his Readineſs to forgive merely” upon 
our. Repentance, his Goodneſs to Sinners 
would not have been leſs, but we ſhould 
not have had the ſame Proof of bis Severity, 
as the fequiring the Sacrifice of his Son, ere 
he would be reconciled, neceſſarily implies: K 
So that you fee the Goſpel has every way 
provided for the Reformation of the World, 
offering Pardon upon ſuch Conditions, as 
that the worft of Sinners need not deſpair ; ; 


and yet with ſuch Tokens of God's Hatred 


and Abhorrence of Sin, as will leave them 
no room to hope for Mercy, if his Grace 
ſhould be offered or received in vain. If we 
believe that our Sins are pardoned through 
the Satisfaction of Jeſus Chriſt, we have the 
ſtrongeſt Motive before us that can he offered 
to the Reaſon of Man, ſo to demean our- 
ſelves, as not to forfeit the Advantages of 
this new Covenant. For by the Greatneſs 
of the Price that was paid for our Redem- 
ption L is the FR we can pants 
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juſtified by tt ths 12 of Chriſt, tete will re- 
nain no more Sacrifice for Sin, but a certain 
fearful looking for of Judgment and N In- 
dignation. 

Theſe Conſiderations, which I hive briefly 
ſuggeſted to you, are enough to ſhew that 


the Goſpel nne ſuppoſing it to be 
E 2 what 
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what it pretends to be, is a Diſpenſatii 
worthy. of the. Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God, as being, in all Reſpects, adapted to 
the Enful Stare and: Condition of Mankind, 
the adminiſtring a Remedy to which, was 
its declared Intention. And from hence 
you will be enabled to judge of the Reaſon- 
ing of a * late Writer, who having laid it 
down as his firſt Principle, that the Law of 
Nature is abſolutely. N infers from 
thence, that all farther Proviſions muſt be 
abſurd, as arguing Inconftancy i in God. There 
is nothing ſo weak as this Concluſion. The 
Law of Nature is in this Senſe perfect, that 
it contains a ſufficient Rule for the Condud 
of Man, conſidered as ſubſiſting in his ori- 
ginal State. But what if that which was 
originally ſufficient, through the Default of 
Man, became inſufficient? Is it any Refle- 
ction upon the Wiſdom of God, 8 he 
thought 17 to ſupply the Defect? If (as I 
ſaid before) the 1 * of Nature had been 
ſulfilled, it would have rendred us as accep- 
table to God, as the Goſpel itſelf poſſibly 
can; and upon this Foot the Goſpel would 
have been uleleß. But when the Law of 
Nature .could not juſtify, I truſt that the 
Providence of God may at leaſt ſtand clear 
of Cenſure, if he was fo gracious and mer- 
citul to us, as to give us another Law that 
thould, God's Oeconomy was changed, in 
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this Caſe but it was changed, becauſe: the 
Condition of Man was changed, who muſt 
either have come upon new Terms with 
God, or have been left deſtitute of that Sup- 
port which was proper in his fall'n Eſtate, 


in order to prevent a greater and more ex- 


tenſive Degeneracy 
„ 


Let us now conſider, What Methods the 
Providence of God thought fit to; make uſe 
of in order to ſupport theſe Hopes in the 
World. I have already obſerved to you, 
that the Goſpel came in immediately upon 
the Fall, and ſo it ought: For the Neceſſi- 
ty of this Covenant being founded upon the 
ſinful State of Man, it ſhould 255 been 
cotemporary- with it; and Adam had cer- 
tainly as much Occaſion for the Comforts 


adminiſtred by it, as any of his Poſterity. 


But tho' Adam ** the firſt to whom the 
Promiſe was made, yet he was not the laſt. 
For in the Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, 
we find that there was a CovenanT which 
God calls\n1s Covenant, an gEvERLASTING 
Covenant, a Covenant i in Which ALL FAMI- 
LIES or THE EARTH SHOULD BE BLESSED, gi- 
ven to Noah, to Abrabam, Iſaac, and Jacob, 


and at laſt ending in the Family of David. 


This was only a Renewal of the Covenant 
given firſt to Adam, and was underſtood by 
the Patriarchs, as containing a Promiſe of 

g their 
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their Deliverance from the Curſe of the Fall, 


or of a Reſtorat ion to that 'etemal 5 
nels which was loft by Tranſgreſſion.“ Ac- 


| cordingly the Author to the Hebrews, ſpeak- 


ing of the Sufferings of the Patriarchs, ſays, 
that the Principle that ſupported them un- 
der them was this, That they confeſſed 
themſelves Strangers and Dilerims on the 
Earth; that they defired a better Country, 


tbat i is, a heavenly. Heb. xi, 13, 16. But 
there is no need to go thus low for Au- 
. thorities. We have an ancient Teſtimo- 


ny in the Book of Job, (who liv'd in or 
near the Age we are now ſpeaking of,) 
which clearly ſhews what was the Faith of 
good Men in thoſe Times: I know that my 
Redeemer liveth, and that he ſpall and at 
the latter Day: upon the Earth - And though 
after my Skin Worms defiroy this Body, yet 
in my Fleſh ſhall T ſee God; whom I ſhall ſee 
for my ſelf, and mine Ayes ſpall" ' behold, and 
not another. Job xix. 25, Sc. T here cal 
be little room to doubt, after what has been 
offer d upon this Subject by the learned 
Writer juſt now referr'd to, whether theſe 
Words are to be underſtood of the Reſur- 


rection to eternal Life. Now whereſoever 


Job had this Knowledge, whether from ſome 


{tpecial Revelation vouchſafed to himſelf, or 


* Thoſe who would ſee this Point oak handled, 
may conſuſt the preſent learned Biſhop of Bargor's 2 E 


| . on the 15 ay Intent of Prophecy. 
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from the Tradition of his Forefathers, it 
| will come exactly to the ſame thing. Tf he 


had it from Revelation, it is unreaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that this was a Favour peculiar 
to himſelf; and that Abraham, with others 


who were Heis of the Promiſes, had not 


the ſame Light as well as he. If from Tra- 
dition; this Tradition muſt have been de- 
rived originally from the Goſpel Covenant. 
With this Account of the Religion of the 
Patriarchs, that of thoſe who liv'd under 
the Law: perfectly agrees: For concerning 


theſe likewiſe the Apoſtle ſays, that he 


were tortured, not. accepting Deliverance, that 
they might obtain. a better Reſurrection: Of 
which the Prophets in theſe Times gave 
great and ftrong Intimations. As, Haiah 
Chap. xxvi. ver. 19. Thy dead Men ſhall live; 
together with my dead Body ſhall they ariſe 
Awake, and ſing, ye that dwell in the Daft ; 


for thy Dew is as the Dew of Herbs, and the 
_ Earth ſhall caft out the Dead. Again: I will. 


ranſom them from the Power of the Grave, 


Iwill redeem them from Death. O Death, I 


will be thy Plagues; O Grave, I will be thy 
Deſtruction. Hol. xiii. 14. And Daniel yet 


more clearly, Chap. xii. 2, 3. Many of them 
that ſleep in the Duſt of the Earth ſhall a- 


wake ; ſome to everlaſting Life, and Jome to 
Shame and everlaſting Contempt. 

To come now to our Point; to wit, the 
Methods made ule of 25 Providence to ſup- 
port 


<q # , = , 
port and keep alive theſe Hopes in the 
World: Under which Head, the firſt thing 
that offers itſelf as worthy our Conſidera- 
tion is this, That immediately after the Pra- 


miſe was given to Adam, an Ourwary 


Reiicion was appointed, conſiſting of 


PxAvEer and SaAckirice. Before the 


Fall we read of no external Worſhip : And 
whether, ſuppoſing Man had always conti- 
nued in a State of Innocency, there would 


have been need of any, it may be queſti- 


oned, but 1s not worth the while to diſpute. 
This is certain, that Sin entring into the 
World, and Corruption by Sin, outward 
Worſhip became neceſſary, as a Security a- 
gainſt that Corruption; that when Wicked- 


neſs ſhould increafe, (as it did ſoon after) 


the Knowledge of the true God might not 
be loſt, nor that Covenant be forgotten, by 


which God had promis'd to reſtore Man- 


kind; the Hopes adminiſtred by which 
were ſo neceſſary to ſupport the Religion of 


the World. That Sacrifices were originally 


of God's own Appointment, the Scripture 
does not ſay; but there is great Reaſon to 
believe that they were. Their coming in 


ſo early is a very ſtrong Preſumption in fa- 


pour of this Opinion, and the, Nature of 


the thing plainly ſhews it. For how ſhould 


it enter into the Heart of Man to imagine, 
that the ſlaying of a Beaſt, done in conſe- 
quence of zo Command of God, ſhould have 
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any Virtue to expiate Sin? It was God's 
Law to every Creature in which was the 
Breath of Life, that they ſhould be fruzt- 
ful, and multiply, and repleniſh the Earth. 
And he had taken ſo much care to guard 
this Law, as to give no Permiſſion to Adam 
or his Sons to ufe them as Food. So that 
ſetting aſide all Warrant from God, it might 
be doubted, at leaſt, whether the taking 
away the Life of a Beaſt was not an unlaws- 
ful Action: So little room is there to pre- 
tend, that Reafon could recommend it as a 
proper Act of Religion. The Appointment 
of Sacrifice naturally implies the Appoint- 
ment of Prayer, to which it has a neceſſa- 
ry Relation. For he that offers Sacrifice 
muſt be ſuppos'd to do it under a Senſe of 
his Wants, a Deſire of God's Favour, and 
the proper Diſpoſitions of Truſt and Confi- 
dence in him, as the Sovereign Lord' and 
Diſpofer of all things; which is, I think, 
the Whole of what 1s comprehended i in the 
Notion of Prayer. 
As the Hiſtory of Moſes is ſilent as to 
the Author of this firſt Worſhip, ſo it is 
likewiſe as to the End for which it was ap- 
pointed. But Reaſon ſhews that the general 
Intent of all Acts of outward Worſhip muſt 
be the ſame; and what this is we may plain- 
ly gather from many Places both of the 
Old and New Teſtament. When God gave 
Circumciſion to Abraham, he declared the 
F Reaſon 
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| Reaſon of it in theſe Words; It ſhall be 4 
Toxen of the CovenanT between me 
and you, Gen. xvii. 11. So when the Paſ- 
{over was appointed to the Jews, God ſays, 
And it ſhall be when thy Son asketh thee in 
time to come, ſaying, What is this? that thou 
ſhalt ſay unto him, By Strength of Hand the 
Lord brought us out from Egypt, from the 
Houſe of Bondage : =— And it ſhall be for a 
To N pon thine Hand, and for Frontlets 
between thine Eyes, Exod. xiii. 14, 16. And 
// a little before; And thou ſhalt ſhew thy Son 
in that day, ſaying, This is done becauſe of 
that which the Lord did unto me when I came 
forth out of Egypt: And it ſhall be for a 
Strom wnts thee upon thine Hand, and for a 
MxMORLIAL between thine Eyes, that the Lord's 
| Law may be in thine Heart, Ver. 8, 9. In 
like manner concerning the Sabbath; Veri- 
ly my Sabbaths ye ſhall keep; for it is a S16N 
between me and you throughout your Genera- 
tions, that ye may know that I am the Lord, 
Exod. xxxi. 13. Anſwerable to all this is 
the Uſe of the Sacraments under the New | 
Teſtament : For (as St. Paul ſpeaks, Rom. | 
| vi. 4.) we are buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm 
i into Death; that like as he was raiſed up 
i | from the Dead by the Glory of the Father, 
{4 even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in Newneſs of Life. 
4 And when we eat the Lord's Supper, to 
4 what end are we taught to do it, but 1 
= REMEMBRANCE of Chriſt; that is, as a 


2 To- 
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Tox tn of the new Covenant founded / in his 
Bload? 1 Cor. xi. 24 
You ſee in theſe Inſtances the general 
Purpoſe of all outward Inſtitutions. They 
are Memorials of the Oeconomy of God 
with regard to Men, and ſet before our 
Eyes ſome remarkable Examples of his 
Power and Goodneſs, either already done, 
or hereafter to be done; in view of which 
we may be led to fear and reverence him as 
vue ought to do. Theſe are Helps very pro- 


per to the corrupted State of Man introdu- 


ced by the Fall; and there can be no que- 
ſtion, but that it was with this Intent, that 
immediately after the Fall, and the Delive- 
ry of the new Covenant, an outward Reli- 
gion was appointed. Between this Period, 
and the Days of Noah, we read of no Re- 
newal of the Promile; the Memory of which 
might therefore the more eaſily have been 
loſt, or little attended to, but for this Pro- 
viſion. But when, in Conſequence of the 
Covenant, a Religion was appointed in view 
of that Covenant, this was a conſtant Call 
upon Men to take notice of it; and God's 
Acceptance of thoſe Services, amounted vir- 

tually, on his part, to a ſanding Ratifica- 
tion. The Writers of the New Teſtament, 

every where ſuppoſe that the bloody Sacri- 
fices, both under and before the Law, were 
appointed to prefigure the one great Sacri- 


fice once to be offered up for the Sins of the 
F 2 . World: 
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World: And if we may ſuppoſe that Adam 
had ſo much Light communicated to him, 
as to have underſtood, that the Seed of the 
Moman that was to bruiſe the Serpents Head, 
was to be offered up, the Inſtitution muſt, 
upon all Accounts, appear to have been ex- 


ceeding natural and proper. With reſpect 
to the moſt material Circumſtances, it will 


likewiſe be found ſo, without this Suppoſi- 


tion For the Uſe both of Prayer and Sacri- 


fice, naturally implies that. we are Sinners 
before God; and the Appointment of theſe 
as Means of Reconciliation, imports li kewiſe, 
that though Sinners, we are not ſhut out 


From the Mercies of God, but ſhall be ac- 


cepted upon our future Obedience; which 
are the main Points upon which the whole 
of Religion turns. 
If you ſay that natural Reaſon wad have 
directed Men to ſome outward Worſhip, 
without the expreſs Order or Appointment 
of God, I would deſire to know what that 


outward Worſhip is? That outward Wor- 
ſhip, I ſay, which all reaſonable Men muſt 


underftand themſelves as preciſely obliged 
to in vertue of the Law of Nature? For 
this is the Caſe. When God commanded 
Prayer and Sacrifice, Men were tied down 
to thele particular Actions. But letting the 
Commandment apart, how they ſhould have 
underſtood that they were obliged either to 
the one or to the other, it will be a very 


harg 


19] 
hard Matter to apprehend. That they ſhould 
have underſtood themſelves as obliged to 


offer Sacrifice, I ſuppoſe will not be faid. 


And as to Prayer, let us ſuppoſe it to be 


(what it certainly is) a very proper way of 
acknowledging God's ſovereign Dominion 


cover us, and the Relation we bear to him 


as his Creatures; yet certainly it is not the 
oNLY proper Way. Every reaſonable Acti- 
on amounts to an Acknowledgment of God's 


Sovereignty ; and ſuppoſing a Man to con- 
form himſelf ſtrictly to the Rules of moral 


Virtue and Honeſty, and to ſhew in his 
whole Behaviour, the juſteſt Senſe of the 
Majeſty of the ſupreme Being, abating this 

only, that he never prays to him, will you 


ſay, in the Language of a * late Writer, 


that ſuch a one denies God to be what he is: 5 
If God has commanded us to pray to him, 

our neglecting or refuſing to do it, will be 
a Contempt of his Authority; and this, in 
Effect, is diſputing his Sovereignty, and de- 


nying him to be what he is. But if God 


has not commanded it, the Conſtruction 
will not hold, unleſs you could ſhew that 
Prayer is neceſſary to the Acknowledgment 
of God's Sovereignty, or that the Sovereign- 


ty of God cannot be acknowledged by any 


other way than this: If God had never re- 
vealed himſelf to Mankind, virtuous and 


| good Men (if ſuch there would have been) 


* Wollaſton's Nat. Rot: p- 18. 120. 
would 
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would doubtleſs, in one way or another, 


have given proper Evidences of their Piety 
to the World. But as there are a Variety 


of Ways of doing this, and the whole Life 


'of a good Man is, indeed, the very beſt Evi- 


dence he can give of his Reyerence to the 
ſupreme Being; whether the Reaſon of Men 
would have led them to any determined 
ſolemn Forms of outward Worſhip, there 1s 


great room to queſtion. 


It will be to little Purpoſe to alledge, that 
in Fact all Nations in the World have made 
uſe of outward Worſhip: For ſuppoſing the 
Hiſtory of Mo/es to be true (which we have 
a Right to preſume, till good Reaſons ap- 
pear to the contrary) you have there a very 
fair Account of the Origin of outward Wor- 
ſhip; and how a Cuſtom begun in Adam, 
might be derived down to his Children in 
their ſeveral Diſperſions throughout the 
whole Earth, it is eaſy to underſtand. This 
is the only reaſonable Account that can be 
given of the Uſe of Sacrifices, which in an- 


dient Times was as general as the Uſe of 


Prayer. And what is a good Account of 
the Vt: of the one, may be as good an Ac- 


count of the Uſe of the other. 


By all this, I ſhould beloth to be under- 


ſtood as offering any thing in Diſparagement 


of Prayer, which is certainly one of the wi- 
ſeſt Proviſions that God could have made to 


preſerve a Senſe of e in the World. 
| But 
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But it ſhould, I think, be conſidered as an 
Appointment of God, relative to his Cove- 
nant, and not as a mere human Invention: 
Upon which latter Foot, a great deal of its 


Virtue and Propriety will be loſt. No Mor- 
tal can imagine, that God has any Occaſion 


to be told of our Wants; and upon mere 
natural Principles, I conceive it will not be 
eaſy to ſhew a Reaſon why God ſhould be 
more ready to aſſiſt one Man who prays to 
him, than another who does not pray to 
him, ſuppoſing them both poſſeſſed of the 
{ſame Degree of Virtue. But tho' God has 
no Occaſion to be told of our Wants, we 
have often Occaſion to be put in mind of 


our Duties, and of the Hopes which lie be- 
fore us, if we behave our ſelves in ſuch a 


manner as becomes us: And when to this 


End God has, by a ſpecial Appointment, 


commanded us to apply to him by Prayer, 
we have great Reaſon to believe that our 
Obedience ſhall not go unrewarded, and that 
we may obtain many Favours from him in 
Conſequence of our Prayers, which will not 


be vouchſafed us without them. The Things 


which we pray for, concern either this Life 
or the next; and with Reſpect to both, is is * 
hard to know, by natural Light, how far 


* Our Ignorance of what it is proper for us to ask of 


| God, is an old Objection againſt Prayer; and it is remarka- 


ble, that Socrates carried it ſo far, as to ſay, that it was bet- 
ter ju yay #y,ev, to keep Silence till ſomebody ſhould come 
to inſtruct us. Vid. Plat. in Alcibiad. 2. 


we 
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we may go inasking them, without asking 
improperly. As to the Pardon of Sin, which 
1s the Foundation of all other fpiritual Bleſ- 
ſings, the Aſſurance of it flows entirely from 
the Promiles of God, as T have already ſhewn. 
Take away theſe Promiſes then, and tell me 
upon what Ground does any one pray that 
his Sins may be forgiven. Before a Man can 
ask any thing of God, with Aſſurance that 
| he ſhall be heard, he ſhould know that what 
| he is about to ask, is fit for God to beſtow: 
And how can we tell, how far it is proper for 
him to forgive a Sinner, but from his own 
Declarations? As to the Things of this Life; 
thoſe which we deſire as good, are many 
times hurtful, and ſuch as we would not 
ask, if we could foreſee the Conſequences of 


them. But ſuppoſing that we ſhould pray | 


to God in general Terms, 72 x#Aa tm vlg 
2a vols Worry, to give us good and profitable 
Things, as the“ Lacedemonians were uſed to 
do, how do we know that we do not ask 
unreaſonably ? Sin is a Forfeiture of the 
Bleſſings of this Life, as well as of the next; 
and thoſe very Evils which we deprecate, 
may, for ought we can tell, be the juſt Pu- 
niſhment of our Offences. Theſe are confi- 
derable Diſcouragements from Prayer, con- 
ſidered as a Duty of natural Religion. But 
take in the Covenant, and all theſe Difficul- 
ties will all yaniſh at once: For Godlineſs 


* Plato. Ibid. 
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hath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and 


of that which is to come. And therefore we . 


may come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that 
We may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help 
in time of Need, 1 Tim. iv. 8. Heb. iv. 16. 
Our applying to God by Prayer, will amount 
to a Declaration, on our part, of our Truſt 
and Confidence in him, in conſequence of 
his Promiſes; and his Acceptance of this 
Act of Worſhip, in conſequence of his own 
Appointment, will be a Pledge and Ear- 
| neſt} on his part, that he will be faithful i in 
fulfilling his Word. 
Acſter all, I do not pretend to fay, bake 
that it 1s poſſible to contrive an outward 
Worſhip ſuitable to the Religion of Nature, 
and uſeful to promote Piety and Virtue. 
Whatever may be ſaid of Prayer, ſtrictly ſo 
called, Thankſgiving, I think, ſtands clear 
of all Difficulties ; and ſhould any Man ac- 
cuſtom himſelf frequently, either in publick 
or in private, to the Uſe of ſome outward . 
and ſolemn Act, expreſſive of Reverence, 
Gratitude, and Humility before God, no 
doubt he would be the better for it. But 
as there is no Principle in natural Reaſon, 
that I can ſee, which preciſely binds Men 
to do this; it is more than probable, that 
no ſuch Method would generally have been 
thought of; and the leaſt that can be ſaid, 
is, that outward Worſhip is much better ſe- 


cured "oF the F of God, than it 
| G would 
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would have been, had it been left to the 


| Diſcretion of Men; who might not have 


ſeen the Uſefulneſs of it; or, if they had, 
might not always have choſen that which is 


juſt and proper; of which the many fooliſh 


and impjous Rites practiſed among the Hea- 
thens, under the Notion of Woxsure, are 
a very ſad and convincing Example. 

It muſt be confeſſed, that the Appoint- 


ment of an outward Religion, had not that 
good Effect upon the old World, which, in 


| Reaſon, might have been expected. When 
once Sin had enter'd, it ſpread apace, till 


at laſt the Wickedneſs of Men grew 1o ex- 
orbitant, that i repented the Lord that he 
had mage Man on the Earth, and it grieved 
him at his Heart; and he ſaid, I will deſtroy 


Man whom TI have created, from the Face of 
the Earth, Gen. vi. 5, 6. This ſhews that 


this Generation of Men was very bad. But 


this is no Objection againſt the Means, which 
were in themſelves wiſe and good; and bad 


as the World then was, we cannot ſay, nor 
is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that if God had 
made no ſuch Proviſions to ſecure a Senſe of 


his Providence, it would not have been a 


great deal worſe, or haſtened the Vengeance 
which was e're long to fall upon it. Amidſt 


all this Corruption, the Knowledge of the 


true God was prelerved, The Earth (as we 
read) was filled with Violence, and the Ima- 
gination o Man's Heart was only Evil conti. 
iy | aually. 
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nally: Bat Idolatry was not known before 
the Flood, nor for ſome time after. The 
Flood brought i in no Change as to the State 
of Religion ; nor is there any thing to our 
| preſent Purpoſe; material to be taken no- 
tice of, till we come to the Call of Abraham, 
which opens a new Scene of Providence; 
that ſhall be hereafter conſidered. As a Con- 
eluſion to this Head, I will only obſerve, 
in general, that, under every Diſpenſation, 
God has appointed ſome outward Religion, 
ſuited to the Exigencies of the Times in 
which it was given. To ſay nothing of the 
Fewiſh Worſhip, which will be more pro- 
perly ſpoken 8 elſewhere, let us only con- 
ider how the Caſe ſtands with us at preſent: 
We are called upon to aſſemble ourſelves 
frequently together, for Prayer, for hearing 
God's Word, and for receiving the Sacra- 
ment of Chriſt's Body and Blood; and eve- 
ry where, and at all proper Seaſons, pri- 
vately as ell as publickly, to % up Poly 
Hands by Prayer and Thankſgiving, in view 
of Promiſes of God in Jeſus Chriſt. I am 
ſenſible that this will have little Weight 
with thoſe; who may therefore be fond of 
new Schemes, becauſe they rid them of the 
Burden and Incumbrance (as they are wont 
to eſteem it) of Poſitive Duties. But to 
wile and good Men, it is a Matter well 
worth conſidering, whether a Senſe of Piety, 
and the Practice of Moral Virtue, would be 
G 2 a8 
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as ſecure, tho' Men ſhould obſerve none of 
theſe Ordinances, tho' they ſhould never 
partake of the Sacrament, never attend to 
preaching, nor ever ſeek to God by Prayer 
either public kly or privately. Whatever 
Reaſons there are (and Multitudes there are) 
to perſuade us to the contrary, they are ſo 
many Arguments to ſhew the U ſefulneſs of 
the Goſpel Revelation, to which we are in- 
debted for theſe wholeſome Proviſions, and 
without which, it is morally certain that 
neither theſe, nor any thing elſe equivalent 
to them, would ever have obtained in ge- 
neral Practice. There is nothing more eaſy 
to be obſerved in common Life, than that 
in Proportion as Men abate in their Regard 
to the out ward Duties of Religion, in the 
ſame Proportion they generally grow eſtran- 
ged from all true Virtue and Goodneſs; and, 
if I miſtake not, that which with many is 
one great Objection againſt the Goſpel, is 
this, "That it ties them up too faſt to out- 
ward Rules, and brings them too much un- 
der the Reſtraint of Diſcipline. The Reaſon 
of the Offence is plain: Theſe Things awa- 
ken thoſe Reflections, which it is he Buſi- 
neſs of bad Men to lay faſt aſleep, and are 
too great a Check to licentious and immo- 
ral Practices: For if they felt no ſuch Effects 
as theſe, why do they complain? But if they 
do feel duch Effects, the Objection anſwers 
itſelf; and inſtead of detracting from the 


— 


doubtedly, 


Tax. 


Excellency of the Goſpel, muſt greatly re 


commend it to all who have the Intereſt of 
Religion at Heart, and believe that there is 
any thing in akothet World that is worth 
their looking after. 

1 I am ſenſible that this Point would well 


admit of farther Enlargement; and I may 


perhaps endeavour to do Juſtice to ſo uſe- 
ful a Subject, at a more convenient Seaſon. 


At preſent, my Deſign is to lay together, in 


as ſhort a Compaſs as I can, the principal 


Heads from whence the Uſe of Revelation, 
and of the Duties relating to it, may be 


made plain to the Underſtanding; and L 
think it appears from what has been ſaid, 
with how little Reaſon the Inſtitutions of 


the Goſpel have been repreſented of late, as 


* arbitrary Impoſitions; as if God, in requi- 
ring the Obſervance of them, had impoſed 
ſuch Things upon us, * as have no Relation 
to the End for which he created us. The 
End for which God created us, was, un- 
to make us happy 
to which, 1s the acknowledging his Being 
and Perfections, the maintaining a conſtant 
habitual Senſe of the Excellency of his Ma- 
jeſty, and the ſhewing the Fruits of this in- 
ward Principle, in a ready Conformity to 
every thing that becomes us as reaſonable 
Creatures. Now, if outward Religion has 
a natural Tendency to awaken the Conſci- 


* Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 28, 29. 


ENCCS 


; the Means 
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ences of Men, and to enliven and quicken 
in them a Senſe of the Duties they owe to 
the ſupreme Being, it has then a very ma- 
nifeſt Relation to the End of our Creation; 
and the treating it as an arbitrary Impoſiti- 
on, unworthy of the Wildom and Good- 
neſs of God, can proceed from nothing elſe 
but mere Perverſeneſs, and a Reſolution not 


to attend to the plaineſt and moſt obvious 
Things. 


III. 

The next Method made uſe of by Pro- 
vidence to preſerve the Knowledge of his 
Covenant, is, the ſettling the Commonwealth 
of ISRAETI. This Kingdom was not com- 
pleatly eſtabliſhed till the Time of Moſes, 
after the Deliverance of the Sons of Jacob 
from the Egyptian Bondage: But for its firſt 
Riſe we muſt go up as high as to the Call 
of Abraham, who was the Father of thoſe 
who afterwards were to become the People 
of God: And in all that happen'd to him 
or his Poſterity, we may ſee the Hand of 
Providence working towards this great E- 
vent. 

Between the Flood and the Call of Abra- 
ham had paſſed upwards of four hundred 
Years, within which Period Idolatry had 
taken its firſt Riſe, and ſpread it ſelf far 
and wide. Whether Abraham himſelf was 
_ tainted with the general Infection, it is not 

certain: 
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certain: This we know, that ſome of his 
Family were. However, it appears that he 
was a Man of that extraordinary Virtue, 
that God thought him the fitteſt Perſon to 
reveal himſelf to, and to begin a new Re- 
formation in the World. And therefore, 
as in the Days of Noah God deſtroy'd all 
that wicked Generation of Men by the 


Flood, and only preferv'd Noah and his Sons 


to new people the Earth, and to inſtil the 


Seeds of Piety and Virtue into their Poſte- 


rity; ſo the new World being now generally 


corrupted by Idolatry, and God having pro- 


miſed never again to deſtroy every living 
Thing, as he had done before, takes ano- 
ther Courſe, and in a manner creates a new 
People to be Worſhippers of himſelf, in 


view of his Promiſes; of which they were 
to be the Guardians, till upon the Appear- 


ance of Chriſt all the Nations of the World 
ſhould be called to Repentance. In what 
lort the Goſpel Covenant was renewed with 
Abraham and his Poſterity, it has been al- 
ready ſhewn, and needs not here to be re- 
peated. But it may be of uſe to take no- 
tice of ſome other Matters relative to the 


temporal Kingdom of the Children of A. 
 braham, and to obſerve by what Degrees it 


arole, and in virtue of what Methods it 
was conſtantly lupported. 
When God confirmed to Abraham the 


ipirityal Covenant, which was to cenyey 4 


Bleſſing 29 
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Bleſſing to all the Families of the Earth, he 
at the ſame time promiſed the Land of Ca- 
naan to his Poſterity: And I will give unto 
thee, and to thy Seed after thee, "the Land 
wherein thou art a Stranger, all the Land mY 
Canaan, Gen. xvii. 8, But this Promiſe was 
not preſently to take effect; for he was like- 
wiſe told, that his Seed ſhould be a Stranger 
in a Land that was not theirs, and ſhould 


ſerve them, and they ſhould 772 them four 
hundred Years, Gen. xv. 13. The Meaning 
of which is, that the Seed of Abraham ſhould 
be Sojourners, partly in Canaan, and partly 
in Egypt, four hundred Years; after the Ex- 
piration of which Term they ſhould come 
and diſpoſſeſs the preſent Inhabitants of Ca- 
naan, whoſe Iniquities would then be ripe 
for Vengeance, though at preſent they were 
not ſo; as it follows, Ver. 16. But in the 
fourth Generation the ll come hither again + 
For the Iniquity 0 4 the Anorites is not yet 
fall, Here it was that the temporal King- 
. dom in the Family of Abraham was to be 
1 erected, in which thoſe great Promiſes ſhould 
. have their Completion, in which it was 
faid, I will make of thee a great Nation. 
and thy Seed ſhall he. as the Daft of the Barth. 
Ch. xii, Ver. 2. and xiii. Ver. 16. In to- 
ken whereof he now gives him the Cove- 
: nant of Circumciſion : This is my Covenant 
tl which ye ſhall keep between me and you, and 
wy thy Seed after thee: Every Man Child among 


you 
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you ſhall be circumciſed and it ſhall be a 

Token of the Covenant betwixt me and you. 
Chap. xviii. Ver. 11. This is the only new 
Inftitution in Religion that was introduced 
till the Time of Moſes: And within this 
Period the Promiſe of the Land of Canaan 
to the Poſterity of Abraham was frequently 
renewed to the ſucceeding Patriarchs; the 
temporal and the ſpiritual Covenant being 
conſtantly connected the one with the other. 
To T/aac God ſays, Soſourn in this Land, 
and I will be with thee, und bleſs thee: For 
unto thee and unto thy Seed will I give all 
theſe Countries, and I will perform the Oath 
which I ſware unto Abraham thy Father. 
And I will make thy Seed to multiply as the 


| Stars of Heaven, Gen. xxvi. 3, 4. In like 


manner to Jacob; Be fruitful, and multiply; 
a Nation, and a Company of Nations ſhall be 
of thee, and Kings ſhall come out of thy Loins ; 
and the Land which I gave Abraham and I- 
faac, to thee will I give it, and to thy Seed 
after thee. Gen. xxxv. 11, 12. When Ja- 
cob was at the point of Death, whilſt he 
and his Family were yet in Egypt, he ſpeaks 


I co his Son Joſeph in theſe Words: Behold, 


I die: But God ſhall be with you, and bring 
you again into the Land of your Fathers. Gen. 
XIviii. 21. Which Promiſe is again con- 
firmed by Joſeph to his Brethren: God will 
urely viſit you, and bring you out of this 

TR, H L.and, 


HS 
Land, unto the Land which he ſware to A- 
braham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob. Gen. I. 24. 
Theſe Hopes were neceſſary to prepare 
them for the 'Troubles that were to enſue. 
For now, upon the Death of Yo/eph, or 
ſoon after, began their Slavery ; for their 
Deliverance from which, when the Time 
appointed was come, God raiſed up a Lead- 
er for them, even Moſes, who brought them 
forth by Signs and by Wonders, by a mighty 
Hand, and by a ſftretched-out Arm. From 
him it was that the Commonwealth of I 
rael received its firſt Settlement; the vari- 
ous Succeſſes and Revolutions 'of which, 
from this Time to its Concluſion, particu- 
larly to recount, were a long and unneceſ- 
ſary Work. But there are two Things in 
general that ought to be taken notice of, 
VIZ. 

1. The Change that was made in the 
outward State of Religion by this new Set- 
tlement. From the Creation of the World 
to this Time we read of nothing but Prayer 
and Sacrifice; excepting only that upon the 

Covenant made with Abraham and his Po- 
ſterity, Circumciſion was added, as you have 
juſt now ſeen. - But beſides all theſe, the 
Law of Mo/2s preſcribes a great Variety of 
external Performances, conſiſting (as the A- 

poſtle ſpeaks) in Meats, and Drinks, and di- 

vers Waſhings, aud carnal Ordinances, Heb. 

ix. 10, It is not certain, that 3 in the fore- 


going 
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Worſhip. 
_ crifice, their weekly, their monthly, and 


LSE] 


going Ages there was any divine Law, a 
pointing the Times and Seaſons for publick 
But now we read of the daily Sa- 


their yearly Feſtivals; the Services to be 
performed on which are preſcribed with the 
greateſt Punctuality and Exactneſs. If you 
ask to What End all this ſerved, St. Paul 
will tell you, that the Law was added be- 
cauſe of Tranſereſſ ons, Gal. iii. 19. That is, 


It was added in order to cure them of that 


Proneneſs to Idolatry which they had con- 


| trated during the Time of the Egyptian 
Bondage. 


Hard indeed would it be to un- 
derſtand, why God ſhould have impoſed 
ſuch a Burden of Ceremonies, none of them 
good in themſelves, if there had not been 
ſomething in the Genius and Diſpoſition of 
the People at that time which made them 
neceſſary. But it may be oblerved, that 
the Heathens in their idolatrous Worſhip 
affected a great deal of outward Pomp and 
Formality, as they do in moſt Pagan Coun- 
tries eyen to this Day; for which the Peo- 
ple of 1/7ael having contracted a Fondnels 
during their Stay in Egypt, it might be ne- 
ceſſary to indulge them in this way, either 
by adapting old Rites into the true Wor- 
ſhip, or by introducing new ones in their 
ſtead ; which by their Diverſity might di- 


Ringuiſh them from the. Nations around 


them, and ſerve as a conſtant Remembrance 


H a to 


1 


to admoniſh them whole Votaries they were. 
This in general ſeems to be a good Account 
of the ceremonial Law of the Jes, how 
difficult ſoever it may be to aſſign the pre- 


ciſe Reaſon of every particular Appoint- 


ment, for want of a diſtinct Knowledge of 


the Cuſtoms of thoſe Times. Wherefore, 


2. The next thing worth our Notice, is, 


The Sanctions which God annexed to this 


Law, and the viſible Tokens he gave from 
the time of his Reſidence among that Peo- 


ple, and of his exerciſing a ſovereign Au- 
thority over them. The Bleſling promiſed 


in caſe they adhered ſtedfaſtly to this Law, 
was every thing that is good and delirable 
in this World; Health, Peace, Plenty, and 
Victory over their Enemies. The Curſes 
denounced againſt them in conſequence of 
their Diſobedience were the reverſe of all 


this; Sickneſs, War, Famine, . Deſolation, 


and Deſtruction from the Face of the Earth. 
Hear with what Solemnity Mo/es ſpeaks to 


them, Deut. iv. 1. & ſeg. Hearken, O If 
rael, unto the Statutes and unto the Fudgments 


which I teach you, for to do them, that ye 


may live, and go in and poſſeſs the Land which 


the Lord God of your Fathers giveth you. —— 
Take heed unto your ſelves left ye forget the 
Covenant of the Lord your God, which he 
made with you, and make you a graven Image, 
or the Likeneſs of any thing which the Lord 
your God hath forbidden you: For the Lord 

thy 
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thy God is a conſuming Fire, even a jealous 
God. When. thou ſhalt beget Children, and 
Children's Children, and ſhalt have remained 
long in the Land, and ſhall corrupt your ſelves, 
and make a graven Image, or the Likeneſs. 
any thing; and ſhall do evil in the Sight of 


the Lord thy God, to provoke him to Anger ©. 
I call Heaven and Earth to witneſs 2 
rom 


this Day, that ye ſhall ſoon utterly periſh 


off the Land whereunto ye go over Jordan to 


poſſeſs it : Ye ſhall not prolong your Days up- 
on it, but ſball utterly be deftroyed. Again, 
Chap. xxviii. Ver. 1. And it ſhall come to 


| paſs, if thou ſhalt hearken diligently unto the 


Voice of the Lord thy God, to obſerve and do 
all his Commandments which I command thee 
this Day, that the Lord thy God will ſet thee 
on high, above all Nations of the Earth; and all 
theſe Bleſſings ſhall come on thee, and overtaks 
thce.— Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the City, andbleſ= 
fed ſhalt thou be in the Field; bleſſed ſhall be the 
Fruit of thy Body, and the Fruit of thy Ground, 
and the Fruit of thy Cattle, the Increaſe of thy 
Kine, and the Flocks of thy Sheep. Bleſſed 
ſhall be thy Basket and thy Store. Bleſſed 
ſhalt thou be when thou comeſt in, and bleſſed 
ſhalt thou be when thou goeſt out. The Lord 
ſhall cauſe thine Enemies that riſe up againſt 
thee, to be ſmitten before thy Face — And all 
People of the Earth ſhall ſee that thou art 
called by the Name of the Lord, and ſhall be 
afraid of thee—— But it ſhall come to 7% if 
| Zhou 
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thou wilt not hearken unto the Voice of the 
Lord thy God, to obſerve and to do all his 
Commandments which I command thee this Day, 
that all theſe Curſes ſhall come upon thee, and 
overtake thee ;, Curſed ſhalt thou be in the Ci- 
ty, and curſed ſhalt thou be in the Field; cur- 


fed ſball be thy Basket and thy Store; curſed 
ſhall be the Fruit of thy Body, and the Fruit 


of thy Land, the Increaſe of thy Kine, and the 
Flocks of thy Sheep; curſed ſhalt thou be when 


thou comeſt in, and curſed ſhalt thou be when 


thou goeſt out. The Lord ſhall ſend upon thee 
Cu ſing, Vexation, and. Rebuke, in all that 


thou ſetteſt thine Hand unto for to do, until 
thou be deftroyed——He ſhall make the Peſti- 
dence cleave unto thee——He ſhall ſmite thee 
with a Conſumption, and with a Fever, and 
with an Inflammation, and with an extreme 
Burning, and with the Sword, and with Blaſt- 
ing, and with Mildew; and they ſhall purſue 
thee until thou periſh, &c.. Nor were theſe 


Promiſes or thele Threatnings in vain. For 
read over the whole Hiſtory of this People, 
from the firſt Eſtabliſhment, to the Conclu- 


ſion of the Jewiſh State, and you will find 


that their Proſperity or their Adyerſity, bore 


a conſtant and an eyen Pace with their Obe- 
dience, or Dilobedience; and that when- 
ever they forſook God, and relapſed into 
Idolatry, his Hand was viſibly upon them, 
to correct and chaſtiſe them. It has very 
| juſtly 
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juſtly been obſerved by a * learned Writer, 
that as God had eſtabliſhed a Law and a 
Covenant with the Fews upon temporal 
« Promiſes, he ſtood obliged to make good 
© Hig Word, and to juſtify himſelf to then 
« in the Adminiſtration of temporal Affairs. 
“ For this Reaſon, a Succeſſion of Prophets 
was raiſed up among them, at whoſe 
Mouths they might receive the Direction 
of God; and whenever it was neceſſary 
<.to puniſh the People for their Diſobedi- 
ence, that they might not be tempted by 
the Proſperity of other Nations, and their 
« own Adverſity, to fall away to other 
Gods, they were forewarned of the Things 
« that were to befall them; their Calami- 
& ties were prophetically deſcribed to them, 
that they might Know whenever they 
„ ſuffered, that it was the very Hand of 
< God, their own God, that was upon 
10 them. ” 'Thus did God govern his People 
in a viſible Manner, always guiding and 
directing them in the Conduct of temporal 
Affairs, bleſſing them when obedient, and 
humbling them when obſtinate and perverſe; 
and thus, under various Turns and Reyolu- 
tions of Proſperity and Adverſity, the Jewiſh 
Nation continued to be a People diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the reſt of the World by Laws and 
Conſtitutions peculiar to themſelves, till 
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 ® Biſhop of Bangor on Prophecy, Diſc. 5. p. 150. 
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Chriſt appearing in the Fleſh, and that Diſ⸗ 
penſation taking place, to which the other 
was intended as ſubordinate, the whole Po- 
lity was diſſolved, and they were ſcattered 
abroad among all Nations upon the Face 


of the Earth. 
Lay now all theſe Things together, and 


let any reaſonable Man ſay, whether Reve- 
lation has been of any Advantage to the 
World. It has ſerved at leaſt to preſerve 


the Knowledge of the true God and his 
"Worſhip among one, and that a very conſi- 


derable People, whilſt it was loſt every 


where elſe, not one ſingle Nation excepted. 


There is no Man of common Senſe, but muſt 
ſee, that the chief Support of the Fewiſh 
Religion was the Fewiſh Polity ; and if, as 
the ee repreſents the Caſe, this Polity 
was founded in Revelation, it will follow, 
that the Knowledge of the true God has 
been ſupported by Revelation. And this 
Ty will remember) is all I am concerned 

at preſent to ſhew, viz. That admitting the 
Scripture Hiſtory, which gives an Account 


of Revelation, as it has been youchſafed to 


Mankind in all Ages, to be true, the Ends 


and Purpoſes to which Revelation was gi- 


ven, are worthy of the Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs of God. But I think that the Conſi- 
deration of the Difference there was between 


the Jews and other Nations in this reſpect, 
that 
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that whilſt theſe adhered to the Worſhip of 
the true God, the whole World beſides was 


over-run with Idolatry, will go ſomething 
farther, and amount at leaſt to a ſtrong Pre- 


ſumption, that the Jews were indeed un- 
der the Conduct of divine Revelation. For 
this Difference muſt have been founded in 
ſomething; and what can ſo readily and ſo 
naturally offer itſelf to our Thoughts, as this, 
That the eus had ſome extraordinary Means 
of Knowledge, which other Nations wanted; 


and that whilſt theſe were left to the Blind- 


neſs of their own Underſtandings, the other 
were enlightened from above, and received 
their Religion from the Mouth of God him- 
ſelf? The Jews were not the only Nation 


| upon Earth that had Reaſon and common 
| Senſe; nor were they, in their Tempers and 


Diſpoſitions, more tractable than other Peo- 
ple, nor leſs under the Influence of thoſe 
Weakneſſes and Prejudices which are wont 
to lead Men aſide from the Truth. Their 
own Writers repreſent them as a ines l- 
ed Generation, and in Fact it is true; that 
under all the Advantages they enjoyed, they 


frequently relapſed into Idolatry, from which 


they were ſeldom recovered, without ſevere 
Diſcipline. Yet, in the main, the Know- 
ledge of God was preſerved pure and untaint- 
ed, and their Worſhip (how {ſuperſtitious 


loeyer it may appear to ſome) ſtood clear, 
at 
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Chriſt appearing in the Fleſh, and that Dif. 


penſation taking place, to which the other 
was intended as ſubordinate, the whole Po- 
lity was diſſolved, and they were ſcattered 
abroad among all Nations upon the Pace 
of the Earth. | 

Lay now all theſe Things together, and- 
let any reaſonable Man ſay, whether Reve- 
lation has been of any Advantage to the 
World. It has ſerved at leaſt to preſerve 
the Knowledge of the true God and his 


derable People, whilſt it was loſt every 


where elſe, not one ſingle Nation excepted. 


There is no Man of common Senſe, but muſt 
ſee, that the chief Support of the Jewiſh 
Religion was the Fewi/h Polity; and if, as 


the Scripture repreſents the Caſe, this Polity 
was founded in Revelation, it will follow, 


that the Knowledge of the true God has 


been ſupported by Revelation. And this 


Wes will remember) is all I am concerned 
at preſent to ſhew, viz. That admitting the 
Scripture Hiſtory, which gives an Account 
of Revelation, as it has been vouchſafed to 
Mankind in all Ages, to be true, the Ends 
and Purpoſes to which Revelation was gl- 
ven, are worthy of the Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God. But I think that the Conſi- 
deration of the Difference there was between 
the Jews and other Nations in this reſpect, 


that 


Worſhip among one, and thiat a very conſi- 
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that whilſt theſe adhered to the Worſhip of 


the true God, the whole World beſides was 
over-run with Idolatry, will go ſomething 
farther, and amount at leaſt to a ſtrong Pre- 
ſumption, that the Fews were indeed un- 
der the Conduct of divine Revelation. For 
this Difference muſt have been founded in 
ſomething ; and what can ſo readily and ſo 
naturally offer itſelf to our Thoughts, as this, 
That the Jews had ſome extraordinary Means 
of Knowledge, which other Nations wanted ; 
and that whilſt theſe were left to the Blind- 
neſs of their own Underſtandings, the other 
were enlightened from above, and received 
their Religion from the Mouth of God him- 


ſelf? The Jews were not the only Nation 


upon Earth that had Reaſon and common 


| Senſe; nor were they, in their Tempers and 


Diſpoſitions, more tractable than other Peo- 
ple, nor leſs under the Influence of thoſe 
Weakneſſes and Prejudices which are wont 
to lead Men aſide from the Truth. Their 
own Writers repreſent them as a ſtif-neck- 
ed Generation, and in Fact it is true; that 
under all the Advantages they enjoyed, they - 
frequently relapſed into Idolatry, from which 
they were ſeldom recovered, without ſevere 
Diſcipline. Yet, in the main, the Know- 
ledge of God was preſerved pure and untaint- 
ed, and their Worſhip (how ſuperſtitious 
ſoeyer it may appear to ſome) ſtood clear, 
1 al 


E 
at leaſt, of thoſe Impieties which were pra- 
cticed among the Nations all around them. 


But, How o? A very reaſonable Queſtion it 
is, and withal a very hard one, to be an- 
ſwered by thoſe who throw Revelation en- | 
tirely out of their Divinity. But take Re-; 
velation in, and all will be plain and caly, ; 
- For it is ſurely no hard Matter to under- ſh | 
. ſtand how thoſe ſhould be reſcued from the 
1 general Corruption, who were under the 
id immediate Direction of God, who manife- ſh ; 
& ſted himſelf to them by the Voice of his 7 
140 Prophets; and by a great Variety of extra- ſh . 
75 ordinary and uncommon Events, gave them , 
1 inconteſtable Evidence of his Preſence a-ſ 
1 mong them. Thoſe who like not this Ac- , 
1 count, may give a better when they can; { 
1. mean while, let them remember this one f 
77 thing, viz. That the beſt way to judge what j; 
1 0 mere Reaſon cax do, is to conſider what it ,, 
Br nas done; and that, in Fact, it now appears, 
. that during the Time of the Jewiſb Diſpen- N 
Uh ſation, and in all the Ages that went before q 
706 it, natural Religion has never ſubſiſted in f 
1 any tolerable Degree of Purity, but among 8 
=. thoſe concerning whom it is very far from y 
+1 being a clear Caſe, that they did not enjoy n 
= the Benefit of Revelation. But to proceed. 
1: When Jesvs CnRIST appeared in the Fleſh, | f 
4 Revelation was calculated to do proportio- » 


nably ſo much more Service, as the Light 


i 
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it gave was clearer and ſtronger. 


And the 


Effect of it was for a long time very viſible 
in the rooting up Heatheniſh Idolatry and 


Ignorance out of the far greateſt part of the 
known World. For the Corruptions that 
have happened fince, I think, we are not 


anſwerable; for the beſt Means may become 


ineffectual through the Iniquity of Men. 


When God has to do with Men, he deals 


with them as ſuch; that is, as free Agents; 


and if the Means of Reformation be in them 


ſelves right and proper, our Abule of thoſe 
Means will not alter the Nature of them ſo, 

as to make them otherwiſe than what they 
are. Conſider Chriſtianity as it was left us 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and no Excepti- 
on can lie againſt it, as a Means unfit to 
ſecure the Purpoſes intended by it. View 
it as it ſubſiſts in ſome Communions (that 


is, as ſome Men have made it) and there 


will be found, in many Reſpects, ſufficient 
Cauſe for Complaint. And yet ſurely a 
Man muſt know little of the World, who 
does not think that Chriſtianity, 1n its moſt 
frightful Dreſs, is far preferable to the Pa- 
gan Worſhip. Judge, in this Caſe, juſt as 
you pleaſe; it will little affect the Argu- 
ment under Conſideration. Corruptions 
there are, tis confeſſed, and how they came 
in, it is no hard Matter to underſtand: 
Thoſe who learnt Chriſtianity from the 

1 Mouths | 
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Mouths of the firſt Preachers of it, were in 
no Danger of miſtaking its Meaning, But 
as the antient Traditions began to wear off, 
the Senſe of the Scriptures (which were then 
the only Guide) began, in many Points, to 
be diſputed. Theſe Diſputes mixing them- 
ſelves with the Paſhons and Intereſts of 
Men, and God not interpoſing, in any vi- 
ſible Manner, to make any farther Diſcoye- 
ry of his Will, the Evil daily increaſed, and 
old Miſtakes made way for new ones to fol- 
low. There is nothing in this, but what is 
natural in all Caſes of the like fort. And 
what is the Conſequence ? Why, this only, 
That a good Religion may be ſpoiled; and 
that the leſs clear the Evidence from Reve- 
lation grows, the more certainly and neceſ- 
ſarily will Corraptions ariſe and multiply. 
This Conſideration ſurely has little Tenden- 
cy to ſhew the All-ſufficiency of natural 
Light. So far from it, that I think a Man 
would give much better Proof of his good 
Senſe, if inſtead of turning Revelation out 
of Doors, as a needleſs thing, he ſhould 
wiſh for ſome farther Aſſiſtance of this kind, 
to ſilence thoſe Diſputes which now diſtract 
the Chriſtian World, to the great Prejudice 
of revealed Religion, and of natural Religion 


As to any Objections which may ariſe 
from wy Are Defect in the Promulga- 
tion 
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tion of the Goſpel Covenant, they are en- 
tirely foreign to the preſent Queſtion. Yet 
taking notice of one very 
groſs Miſtake which has been obtruded up- 
on us of late, viz. That according to the 
Chriſtian Syſtem * God left Mankind for four 
thouſand Years together ——deſtitute of ſuffi- 
cient Means to do their Duty, and to preſerve 
themſelves from ſinking into a corrupted and 
degenerate State. By this, I preſume, it is 
intended we ſhould underſtand, that from 
the Creation of the World to the Coming 
of Chriſt, Mankind were left deſtitute of ſuf- 
cient Means, &c. Whereas it is evident, 
that the Goſpel Covenant came in as ſoon 
as there could poſſibly be any Occaſion for 
it, and is as old (not indeed as the Cxrati- 
on, but which comes little ſhort of it,) as 
the FALL of Adam. This Covenant, to 
thoſe who embraced it, was as an effectual 
Means of Salvation before the Coming of 
Chriſt, as it has been ſince: Which is what 
St. Paul means to teach us in his Epiſtles to 
the Romans, and the Galatians; where he 
ſpeaks of Abraham as the Father of us all, 
and ſets forth his Juſtification as the Pat- 

tern and Example of ours. It would be 
very hard to underſtand this, if either there 
had been no Covenant then ſubſiſting, or 
we were to conſider Abraham and our ſelyes 


* Chriſtianity as old, &c. p. 375, 390, 401. 
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as under different Covenants. But ſuppo- 
ſing a Covenant common both to him and 


us, it is plain, that as he was juſtified, ſo 


are we juſtified, i. e. by Faith in the Promi- 
ſes of God, accepting us to Pardon and Re- 
conciliation through the Woman's Step, 
whoſe Day (as our Saviour ſpeaks) he ſaw, 


that is, to whom he looked as then a co- 


ming, and we as already come. The Caſe 
was juſt the ſame under the Law of Moſes ; 
the giving of which (as the fame Apoſtle 


argues, Gal. iii. 17.) did not diſannul the 
Covenant, but left it ſubſiſting in its full 
Curious Men will be apt 
to ask, Why God revealed himſelf to the 


Force and Vigor. 


Seed of Abraham only, and not to all other 
Nations, as well as to them? As alſo, why 
great a Part of the 
World is ſuffer'd to lie involv'd in Pagan 
Darkneſs and Superſtition? To this, and 
all other Queſtions of this kind, it will be 
ſufficient to give this ſhort and general An- 
ſwer, That the Difficulties which attend 
them, be they greater or be they leſs, have 
no Tendency to ſhew that Revelation, where 
it is vouchſafed and admitted, is a uſeleſs 
thing, (which 1s the only Point in queſtion) 
but only to impeach the Providence of God, 
in not granting to others thoſe Helps which 


we imagine they ought to enjoy as well as 


we. Difficulties there may be in theſe 


Points; but J am not at preſent concerned 


tO 
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to ſettle them. It is enough for me, (as it 
ſhould be, I think, for every body elle, ) 
that God knows beſt how to govern the 
World; and that if we are determined ne- 
ver to acquit his Providence, till we can 
give a good Account to our ſelves of the 
Reaſons of his Dealings with regard to Men, 
there muſt be an End of all Religion, whe- 
ther revealed or not revealed. And this is 
the great Fault I find in this new Attempt 
to let up natural Religion upon the Ruins 
of Revelation, that there is no ſuch thing 
as carrying it through, but by the Help of 
ſuch Principles as in their direct Conſequence 
lead to ATHEISM, 


To conclude; You may ſee from the 
Whole, in what Senſe the Goſpel is a Re- 
PUBLICATION of the Law of Nature. Na- 
tural Religion is its Foundation, and the 
Support of it the ultimate End of all its 
Doctrines and Inſtitutions. This does not 
imply, that there are no Duties incumbent 
upon us in conſequence of the Publication 
of the Goſpel, but what we were before 
obliged to by the Law of Nature; becauſe 
conſidering the ſinful State of Man, it is 
very poſſible, that ſome farther Proviſions 
may be neceſſary to guard and ſecure the 
Law of Nature. That this is in fact the 
Caſe, and that the Goſpel hath made ſuch 
Proviſions, I have (as I hope) abundantly 
oh ſhewn, 
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ſhewn. And therefore it is a vain thin 
to pretend to object the Uſeleſſneſs of the 
Goſpel, in Diſparagement of any direct E- 
vidence which may be brought to prove 
that it came from God. To ſuch Evidence 
we deſire to appeal; and it will be time e- 
nough in all reaſon to give up our Religi- 
on, when it is ſhewn that this Evidence is 
inſufficient. 5 | 
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